
Literacy Focus Task  - Message in a bottle  
Children will be learning to: Express their opinions about a book of their 

choice.       
                                             

Sophie and her mum were taking a walk on the beach on their summer holidays. Sophie was 
paddling in the water when she saw a glass bottle. She saw that there was a sheet of paper 
inside. She asked her mum if she could pick it up. When Mum opened the bottle, she took 
out the sheet - it was a letter! She could not believe it. Let’s see what the letter said...  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions 

1. How do you think Sophie felt when they read the message in the bottle?  
2. Have you ever found a message in a bottle?  
3. Why do you think people sent letters in a bottle in the past? 
4. Who might have sent letters in bottles? 
5. Do you think it is a good way to send a message? Why? Why not?  

 
Activity  
Write your own message in a bottle. What message will you write? What information will 
you write about yourself? 

  
Step 1- To write your name and draw a picture of yourself. 
Step 2- To write a simple sentence about yourself and draw a picture. 

Step 3 – To write a couple of sentences about yourself and add a picture. 
Step 4 – To write about yourself and add a message.  
Step 5 –To write your own message in a bottle adding adjectives (describing words), verbs 
(doing words) and a simile (e.g. as blue as the sky). 



Challenge 
 
Can you find out the furthest a message in a bottle has travelled? 
 
Since 2007 six giant Lego figures have washed up on beaches around the world. All 
measuring about 8 feet tall! The figures are thought to be the work of an artist. Can you find 
more information about these figures? 
Who might the artist be? 
What other strange and unusual works of art have appeared? 
How long might it take a message in a bottle to travel across the sea? 
 
 
Extra ideas 
 
Why not take a trip to the beach and practicing writing letters or high frequency words in the sand. 
 
Some Pirate stories for you to listen to. 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-QCQJEmSado – Pirates Love Underpants 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GiLySC_emj0 – Ten Little Pirates 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZA6tEvWno8c-The Pirates Next Door 
  
Purple Mash activity - Make your own Pirate Treasure Map. 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-QCQJEmSado
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GiLySC_emj0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZA6tEvWno8c


Maths Focus Task : Collecting Data 

            

  
 
 

Children will be learning to: Represent data in different ways.  
 

Skills to develop/practise:  
Step 1 – Sort and match sets of objects by recognising similarities. 
Step 2 – Use mark making to begin to record collections. 
Step 3 - Use mark making, numbers or pictures to begin to record collections. 
Step 4 - Collect information by voting or sorting and represent it in pictures, objects or drawings. 
Step 5 – Gather and record data from lists and tables, diagrams, block graphs, pictograms.  
  
BBC Bitesize Pictograms- https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zg4d2hv 
BBC Bitesize conducting a pet survey https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zbmtfg8 
BBC Bitesize Tally - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z7r9jxs 
BBC Bitesize ice cream - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z4nyr82 

   
Activities Ideas  

•  Find out what your family’s favourite fruit or pet is. Organise your data by drawing pictures 
or using a table. Which was the most popular? 
• Why not extend your data and ask some friends or neighbours what their favourite is. 
• What did you find out? 

  
                               
 
  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zg4d2hv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zbmtfg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z7r9jxs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z4nyr82


What else could you collect data about? 
Teddies? 
Sweets? 
Cars? 
Leaves? 
Stones? 
Flowers? 
Animals? 
Birds? 

 Colours? 

  
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Purple Mash related activity – Favourite Fruit Pictogram 
Blwyddyn 1 a 2 – Make your own bar chart. 

  
  



Cymraeg  
Welsh  

Float or Sink     Seaside in a bottle  Cosmic Yoga Pirate Punch Helping Hands 

It’s lovely to visit the beach in the 
summer. 
Learn some of the welsh words for things you 
would find on the beach. 
 
Lan y môr = seaside 
Traeth = beach 
Tywod = sand 
Môr= Sea 

 Cranc = Crab 
Cragen = Shell 
Pysgod = Fish 
Seren fôr = Starfish 
Bwced= Bucket 
Rhaw = Spade 
Hufen Iâ = Ice Cream 
 
Why not watch some Pirate adventures on Cyw. 

 

 https://www.s4c.cymru/clic/program
me/803348884 
 
Try the Ahoi game and collect all the 
rubbish from the sea. 

 
 

https://cyw.cymru/en/games/ahoi/ 
Cân Lân y Môr 
https://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/V
TC/2008-09/music/helpa-
ogd/helpa.html 

Investigate different 
materials that float or sink. 
 
Make a prediction (a 
sensible guess) bout what 
you think will happen. 
 
Make a table to show what 
you found out. 
 
Kit and Pup – Floating and 
Sinking 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk
/iplayer/episode/b0bc
29rr/kit-pup-series-1-7-
floating-and-sinking 

 
 

You will need 
A plastic water bottle (with a 
wide opening) 
Sand 
Shells 
Pebbles 
Funnel 
Blue food colouring 
Washing up liquid 
 
Using the funnel, pour sand into 
the bottle until it is ¼ full. 
 
Now choose objects like shells 
and pebbles to make your 
seaside scene. 
 
Get a glass of water and add a 
few drops of food colouring and 
washing up liquid to it. 
 
Use the funnel to top up the 
bottle with water. 
 
Screw the lid tightly onto the 
bottle. Now place it on its side 
and allow the contents to settle. 
You should end up with your 
very own seaside scene. 
 
 
 

Follow the instructor in 
this fun underwater 
themed yoga session. 
 
https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=0hvwLdk5D5g 
 

 

 

Make your own Pirate 
Punch. 
 
Use different flavour 
juices and mix them 
together to make 
your own special 
Pirate Punch. 
 
Measure your 
ingredients carefully 
and write a recipe so 
you can make it 
again. 
 

 

Salt dough is always a 
favourite and very easy 
to make. 
Mix 1 cup of plain flour, 
½ a cup of salt and ½ a 
cup of water. 
Roll into a circle shape. 
Place the hands of all 
family members in the 
dough and talk about 
how everyone is helping 
each other in your house. 
What other things could 
we do to support and 
help the people we love? 
Bake the dough for 3 
hours on your ovens 
lowest setting. Paint your 
hand creation together. 
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Here are some useful websites. 
 
https://www.purplemash.com/sch/porth-ll32 - Purple Mash (children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 have had their login details, please contact your teacher if you need help) There are some tasks related to 
this weeks work in the 2Do section. 
 
https://readingeggs.co.uk/ 
 
https://www.rmeasimaths.com/ 
 
https://ttrockstars.com/ (Year 2 only) 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons - BBC Bitesize has lots of daily lessons including Welsh 
 
https://www.themathsfactor.com/ The Maths Factor by Carol Vorderman 
 
http://www.iseemaths.com/maths-games/ - maths 
 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/- maths 
 
https://cyw.cymru/en/ - Welsh 
 
https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1 - PE with Joe Wicks 
 
https://www.cosmickids.com/ - Yoga 
 
 
There are some great science investigation on THE DADLAB on Facebook 
 
Apps to support Welsh reading 
 
Llyfrau Bach Magi Ann 
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