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Esgob Bangor  

Bishop of Bangor  
  

  
Y Gwir Parchg  The Right Revd Andrew John   

Dear Parent/Guardian  

  

More than a fifth of all schools in England and Wales were founded by the Anglican 

Church.  The Church continues to take an active role in the education and welfare of 

children in schools.  There are nineteen Church schools in Bangor Diocese, which are 

part of a family of voluntary schools here, and in other dioceses within the province of 

Wales.  

In their approach to teaching, Church schools have a special distinctiveness; the sense of being 

part of a larger family is a reminder of the purpose of their Church foundation.  These schools 

were always intended to serve their local communities and not just the Christian families that 

send their children to them.  The governors and staff of Church schools hope that all who are 

directly involved with the school will feel themselves to be members of a school community 

that is characterised by a loving concern for each member.  

Church school governors and staff share a conviction that parents/guardians have a vital role 

to play in the education of their children.  The partnership of parents/guardians and teachers 

working together is recognised as being a beneficial factor in aiding pupils’ progress and 

development at school.  

Church schools benefit from the support of the Local Education Authority and this Diocese 

appreciates the partnership that exists between itself and the Education Authorities of Conwy,  

Gwynedd and the Isle of Anglesey County Councils.  Naturally, the Diocesan Division for 

Education, through its Education Officers and Bishop’s Visitors, also provide advice to the 

voluntary schools.  Each Church school has two or more Foundation Governors who are 

appointed by the Church.  Among the many tasks they undertake on the School 

Governing Body, is the all-important task of ensuring that the Christian ethos of the 

school is secure and maintained.  

I hope that your child/children will be happy at this school and will discover that a loving and 

friendly community exists here, which will allow him/her/them to grow and flourish.  It is also 

hoped that he/she/they will in the same way, be able to make a valuable contribution to the 

life of the school.  

  

Yours sincerely  

  

  
The Right Reverend Andrew 
John Bishop of Bangor   

  

 Tŷ’r Esgob, Ffordd Garth Uchaf, Bangor, Gwynedd, LL57 2SS  

 01248 362895   bishop.bangor
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Description 
Ysgol Porth y Felin is a Voluntary Controlled School of the Church in Wales.  It is a co-
educational 3 – 11 primary school serving the town of Conwy. 

The school was built to replace Ysgol Cadnant, Ysgol Bodlondeb and Ysgol Gyffin, 
and first opened its doors for children on November 6th, 1999. 

The school is situated just outside the town walls of Conwy, and is named after one of 
the old town gates – Porth y Felin (Mill Gate). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The School’s Objective: 

Recognising its historic foundation, the school will preserve and develop its religious 
character in accordance with the principles of the Church in Wales and in partnership 
with the Church at parish and diocesan levels. 

The school aims to serve the community by providing an education of the highest 
quality within the context of Christian belief and practice.  It encourages an 
understanding of the meaning and significance of faith and promotes Christian values 
through the experience it offers to all its pupils. 

 

The School’s Aims: 
 [a]  PERSONAL AIMS 

1. Develop self-respect, self-discipline and self-confidence. 

2. Develop a pupil’s ability to come to logical conclusions and assertions and to 
foresee the probable results of an act. 

3. Develop values to do with mind, body, spirit, feeling and imagination. 

4. Develop an awareness of the significance and claims of Christian belief and 
practice. 

5. Develop a lively and enquiring mind, with the ability to ask questions and debate 
logically, so that the child develops into an individual with an opinion and point of 
view that has been rationalised. 

6. Develop the desire and confidence to use talents, skills and information. 



7. Develop an understanding of the human body and the conditions that promote its 
healthy growth and development, as well as develop an understanding of factors 
that are dangers to health. 

 

[b] SOCIAL AIMS 

1. Develop respect towards people of different races and ways of living, or those who 
practise different religions. 

2. Develop respect towards both people and property, as well as concern for others 
and understanding for those with disabilities. 

3. Develop an understanding of the interrelationship between individuals, groups and 
races. 

4. Develop a wish to contribute to society and participate in it in a responsible way. 

5. Develop an understanding of the concept of ‘community,’ the services in that 
community and the part the individual plays in supporting it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[c] EDUCATIONAL AIMS 

i] Develop all aspects of communication - listening, talking, reading, writing, 
graphics and mathematics. 

1. Listen in different ways for different purposes, giving attention to the discipline of 
listening. 

2. Nurture the ability, the readiness and the confidence to speak and discuss in ways 
that are appropriate for different situations. 

3. Nurture the ability to read intelligently for various purposes and particularly in order 
to get enjoyment. 

4. Nurture the ability to write for different purposes and for different audiences paying 
special attention to presentation [handwriting etc.] 

5. Nurture the ability to search for information from various sources and by different 
methods, and to record the results in different ways. 



6. Develop the pupil’s abilities to understand the nature of number, measures and 
space that will lead to an awareness of the basic structure of mathematics. 

7. Nurture the pupil’s awareness of mathematical patterns and the ability to perceive 
interrelationships. 

8. Develop the pupil’s mathematical skills and knowledge so that they may be used in 
situations in the home, the school and society. 

9. Develop mental work in all its mathematical aspects. 

10. Intensify a pupil’s awareness, understanding and use of the computer as a method 
of communication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ii] Develop and nurture the pupil’s awareness of the immediate environment, and 
of the wider world, and the comprehension of it through different disciplines. 

1. Nurture observance of, and respect towards, living things, non-living things and the 
ability to perceive characteristics such as order and pattern. 

2. Develop the ability to create theories, to interpret evidence, to analyse and solve 
real problems. 

3. Develop awareness and an understanding of historical and cultural heritage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

iii] Develop aesthetic and kinaesthetic abilities 

1. Nurture discipline in using equipment and resources to enable a pupil to be 
creative in the various areas of the arts. 



2. Develop flexibility and physical harmony and the ability to convey feeling by moving 
as an individual and as a member of a group. 

3. Nurture interest, skills, taste and knowledge in order to enable a pupil to enjoy 
various leisure activities as a spectator or participant. 

 

 

The School Day: 

School starts at 9.00 a.m.  The infants leave at 3.15 p.m. and the juniors at 3.30 p.m. 

The Nursery Morning Group starts at 9.00 a.m. and finishes at 11.30 am.  The 
afternoon session commences at 12.45 pm and finishes at 3.15 pm. 

Lunchtime is from 12 noon to 1 p.m.  There are two sittings, with the Infants being 
served lunch in the first sitting and juniors in the second.  Children may alternatively 
bring a packed lunch. 

Children should arrive at school between 8.50 and 9.00 a.m.  The doors will not be 
open before 8:50, as that is when the school’s responsibility for the children 
commences.  Infants should enter the school by their respective classroom doors.  
Juniors should come in through the Junior Entrances then take their coats/bags to 
their cloakrooms and should then go straight to their classrooms. 

After 9.00 a.m. access to the school will be restricted to the main entrance.  Parents or 
any other visitor to the school during the day should enter via the main entrance and 
report to the receptionist/secretary. 

The Nursery Class finishes at 11.30 a.m. and parents collecting their children should 
congregate outside the door of the Classroom in the enclosed yard. 

Parents should not drive their cars on to the school site neither at the beginning nor 
the end of any school session.  The gate will be locked between 8.50 – 9.00am and 
3.00 – 3.35pm. 

 

Security 
All external doors have security locks. Sensor lighting is located around parts of the 
main building. The school is fully alarmed against internal trespass, with the added 
security measure of a fire alarm. Evacuation procedures are undertaken on a termly 
basis. 
All visitors are expected to report to the school office before being allowed admission 
into the school building. 
Staff continually monitor the safety of both the premises and teaching resources. 

 



Plan: 

 

 

Admissions 

Children are admitted into the Nursery Class, on a part-time basis, in the September 
following their third birthday. 

Children are admitted into the Reception Class full-time in the September following 
their fourth birthday. Any parents considering applying for a place for their child are 
welcome to visit the school, by prior arrangement. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



School Holidays 

A list of school holidays is sent to each home at the beginning of a school year.  In 
addition, the Headteacher sends an occasional letter to remind parents of the holidays. 

The list for the upcoming few years is available from the Conwy County website. 

 

Uniform 

The school has an official school uniform.  It is felt that this leads to nurturing pride in 
the school and a sense of belonging, so we hope that parents will be willing to support 
the principle. 

Red jumper/cardigan/sweatshirt 

Plain navy trousers/skirt 

Light blue shirt 

Sensible black shoes 

The school will stock some sweatshirts with the school logo on them.  If we do not 
have any of the correct size then they can be ordered.  

“Brodwaith” is the main supplier of sweatshirts and polo shirts.  

We strongly suggest that every garment be labelled with the child’s name. 

Pupils are expected to change into appropriate clothing before Physical Education 
lessons. The basic PE kit should consist of:  
 Plain white t-shirt (round neck) 
 Plain navy shorts  

Sensible trainers 

 

Jewellery and Valuables 

For safety reasons wearing jewellery in school cannot be permitted, although a watch 
may be worn. 

The school cannot be held responsible for money or valuables lost or mislaid and we 
urge you to ensure that your child does not bring to school any unnecessary amounts 
of money, jewellery, expensive watches, toys, mobile phones or any other valuable 
item. 

Any money should be sent to school in an envelope with the child’s name and class 
written clearly on it. 

Dinner money is collected on Mondays and Friday. 

 

School Meals 

Most children stay at school at lunchtime, either to have a meal, which has been freshly 
prepared in our kitchen, or to have a packed lunch from home. 



School lunches are cooked on the premises. They are of a very high quality and attractively 
presented. Children are given a choice at every mealtime and special requirements in 
connection with religious and moral beliefs, or for health reasons, are catered for on request. 
If you think you may be entitled to free meals for your child, an application form is available 
from the school secretary. The school secretary collects dinner money on a Monday morning. 
You are asked to send the money in an envelope marked with your child's name, class and 
the amount of dinner money included.  

Dinner money must be paid in advance i.e. on Monday for the whole of that week.  
If your child is absent during the week he/she will receive a credit for every meal not 
eaten. Please deduct the appropriate amount from the money the following week. 
If you receive Social Benefits then it is possible that you may be eligible for free school 
meals.  Application forms are available from the Local Authority. 
If you wish to change meal arrangements then please give the school a week’s notice 
of your intentions. 
 

Health and Welfare 

If your child is unwell or has an accident during the school day, then we will contact 
you.  For this purpose, it is essential that we have an up to date emergency 
contact number. We would ask you also to keep the school informed of any medical 
condition from which your child might be suffering.  Likewise, please keep us informed 
of any change in personal details – address, telephone number etc. 

If it is essential for medication to be administered to your child at school then you 
should complete the special form available from school. 

If your child suffers from asthma, we recommend that a spare inhaler be left at school 
in the safe keeping of the class teacher. 

The School Nurse visits the school on a regular basis.   

A medical inspection is arranged annually by the school doctor for some of the 
children – usually new entrants and Year 6 pupils.  You will be invited to attend this 
inspection and will be able to discuss any particular problems concerning your child’s 
health with the school doctor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Absences 

We ask parents to let us know why a child is/was absent or late arriving in school, 
either by letter, telephone call, text message or personal visit.  An explanation from the 
pupil is not adequate.  If no explanation is received then the school will send a text or 
letter home to ask for the reason. 

The school has to categorise every absence as being either authorised or 
unauthorised.  An absence is usually classified as authorised if the child is ill, has a 
medical/dental appointment or the absence has been authorised by the Headteacher 
beforehand. Parents wishing to take their child out of the school during term time 
should complete a request form (available from the office). Pupils who have 10 or 
more unauthorised absences during a school term may be liable to a fixed penalty 
notice from the local authority. 

 

Parents’ Evenings 

We arrange two formal Parents’ Evenings every year when Parents are invited to 
discuss their children’s progress and development with the Class Teacher.  One is 
held in the first half of the Autumn term and the other in the second half of the Spring 
term. 

Each Summer term a written report will be forwarded to the parent/guardian of every 
child in the school.  Shortly thereafter, there will be an opportunity for the 
parent/guardian to discuss this report with the class teacher. 

Should you wish to discuss any aspect of your child’s education at any other time then 
please contact the school in order to make an appointment with the Class Teacher. 

 

Newsletters 

Parents are informed of events and news about the school in general by newsletters 
and text messages. Letters and any other relevant communication are distributed by e-
mail, on the school twitter account and by “pupil-post” – one letter for each family 
delivered by the eldest child of that family. 

Information relevant to particular classes is communicated through letters to the 
children of that class. 

 

Friends of the School 
We have an active and enthusiastic Parents’ Association named “Friends of Ysgol 
Porth Y Felin”.  The Friends organise social functions such as quizzes, discos and 
bingo evenings as well as fund raising activities.  

We are very fortunate in having such a supportive association and would urge any 
new parents to get involved. 

We welcome the support and help of volunteers in many aspects of our work.  We 
have helpers – parents, grandparents, and aunts etc, who come to school to help with 
our reading scheme.  We have volunteers who help by supervising on school trips and 



others who come in to give general help when needed.  If you feel you can be of 
assistance, please contact your child’s Class Teacher. 

All our voluntary helpers have to complete a form which authorises the Education 
Authority to carry out a police check. 

 

Performances etc 

We hold an annual Christmas Concert to which parents are invited.  We aim to 
arrange an afternoon and an evening performance of the concert so that as many 
parents as possible are able to attend. 

Because of our close links with the Church, we regularly attend St Mary’s Church in 
the town for worship.  

 

Awards 

We hold a whole school assembly every Friday in which children from each class are 
awarded star of the week certificates and stickers for good behaviour, good work, 
effort, and so on. 

The children are presented with their certificates and stickers in front of the whole 
school and are applauded by the other pupils. We hope that you as parents will also 
celebrate the children’s achievements at home. 

 

Behaviour 
 
All teachers have the personal and social development of your child in mind as well as 
their educational progress.  We expect children to be concerned with the welfare of 
others, to respect each other’s property and be polite at all times. We encourage self-
discipline and self-esteem and we hope that every child will become a worthy member 
of the community. 
 
Discipline is intended to be firm but fair. We utilise the positive approach of praise, 
encouragement, and incentive, as well as the more negative approach of criticism and 
punishment. Punishments, where necessary, take the form of a verbal reprimand 
and/or withdrawal of privileges.   
 
Where there are problems, the school will contact parents and discuss matters.   
If there is no improvement then external agencies may become involved, and a 
contract be drawn up with the child, with certain “realistic” targets being agreed.  
Certain circumstances may lead to exclusion.   
Restraint techniques could be deployed as a last resort. 
 
We hope you will contact us if you are worried about your child’s welfare. 
 

 

 



RULES 

Be friendly and polite. 

Be helpful and kind. 

Work hard and quietly. 

Play carefully and sensibly. 

Keep the school neat and tidy. 

 

Homework 
 

We view the purpose of homework as an evolving one, changing as the children get 
older.  For children in Foundation Phase developing a partnership with parents or 
carers, and involving them actively in children’s learning, is the key purpose.  The 
involvement of parents in joint activities (particularly in the case of younger children) is 
most valuable.  As children get older, homework provides opportunity for them to 
develop the skills of independent learning. 
This should increasingly become its main purpose. 
Homework given to older children will gradually increase in its demands, differentiated 
to take into account individual needs.  It might include: 

• finding out information. 

• reading in preparation for lessons. 

• preparing oral presentations. 

• more traditional written assignments. 
 
 

 
 

Equal Opportunities Policy 
 
We do not discriminate against anyone, be they staff or pupil, on the ground of their 
sex, race, colour, religion, nationality, ethnic or national origins. This is in line with the 
Equality Act 2010 and covers both direct and indirect discrimination. We promote the 
principles of fairness and justice for all through the education that we provide in our 
school. We ensure that all pupils have equal access to the full range of educational 
opportunities provided by the school. We constantly strive to remove any form of 
indirect discrimination that may form barriers to learning.  
We ensure that all recruitment, employment, promotion and training systems are fair to 
all and provide opportunities for everyone to achieve.  
The purpose of our Strategic Equality Plan (SEP) is to fulfil the duties to promote 
equality for people with ‘protected characteristics’, and embed fairness and equality at the 
heart of our school community and in all aspects of our school plans and policies.   

The school complies with the Disability Discrimination Act and ensures that all pupils 
are treated fairly.  Our access plan outlines the arrangements for the admission of 
disabled pupils and the necessary steps to prevent disabled pupils being treated less 
favourably than others.  
 

 



Charging for School Activities 

 

In broad terms, all tuition at the School is free, with certain exceptions such as 
individual music tuition (provided by peripatetic teachers).  The school may invite 
voluntary contributions in support of specific activities organised by the school; 
however, children will all receive the same treatment, whether or not a voluntary 
payment is made. 

Although no charge will be made for activities mainly in school time, the school will ask 
to make a VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION to meet the cost incurred by the school. If 
sufficient Voluntary Contributions are not received then the visit may not take place.   
  
General Principles 

(a) NO CHARGE will be made for admission to school. 
(b) NO CHARGE will be made for activities which are part of the National 

Curriculum. 
(c) No child will be disadvantaged because of their parents’ inability or 

unwillingness to pay. 
(d) Parents will be invited to equip their child with items of personal 

equipment intended to be used solely by their child. 
 

CHARGES will be made for activities, which take place mainly, or wholly out of 
school time e.g. Residential visits. 

A CHARGE will may be made for materials used in practical subjects and project 
assignments ( e.g. for ingredients or materials ) provided parents have agreed in 
advance that they wish to keep the finished product. 
 
If property is damaged or lost as a result of a pupil’s bad behaviour, then payment 
from parents may be requested. 

 
 
 
 
 
Remission Policy 

Pupils who will be entitled to remission are those whose parents are in receipt of 
Income Support or Family Credit. 

 The school visits that qualify for remission are those 
which:- 

(a) Take place in school hours. 
(b) Are part of provisions for the National Curriculum. 
(c) Residential visits at centres designated by the education Authority  

e.g. Pentrellyncymer, Nant BH, Glanllyn. 
It is the responsibility of the parents to inform the school if they wish to claim 
remission from charges. 

 

 



Complaints 

The 1988 Education Act requires that procedures be established for parents’ 
complaints about the curriculum or any related matter to be considered.  In the first 
instance, such complaints should be raised informally with the class teacher and then 
the Headteacher.  If this does not result in a satisfactory outcome then the matter may 
be taken further either through the Chairman of the Governors, or through a 
representative of the LEA. Details of the procedure involved are available from the 
school. 

 

Language Category 
 
The school is classified as Predominantly English Medium primary school but with significant 
use of Welsh 
Curriculum - Pupils in the Foundation Phase experience the areas of learning in both 
languages but with greater emphasis on English. In Key Stage 2, both Welsh and English are 
used in teaching but there is greater emphasis on English. Welsh is used as the medium of 
teaching or learning for between 20% and 50% of the primary curriculum overall. 
Language of the School - The day to day language or languages of the school are determined 
by the school’s linguistic context. Both languages are used as languages of communication 
with the pupils and for the school’s administration. A high priority is given to creating a Welsh 
ethos. The school communicates with parents in both languages. 
Outcomes - The normal expectation is that pupils will transfer to English medium secondary 
provision, but will have attained enhanced Welsh second language skills. Some pupils may be 
able to pursue a limited number of subjects through the medium of Welsh at secondary level 
where these are offered.



 

Section B – The Curriculum 

 

Introduction 
 

We aim to provide a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum, encompassing the 
requirements of the The Foundation Phase and the National Curriculum for Key Stage 
2.  It is designed to help children acquire the skills, knowledge and understanding that 
are appropriate to their stage of development, and structured so that they can relate 
what they are learning to what they have learnt previously. 

When your child begins school in the nursery and through into Year 2 he/she will be 
enjoying activities and experiences based on the Foundation Phase. Here the teaching 
is delivered through seven areas of learning which are linked through themes decided 
upon by the class teacher. 
The seven areas of learning are: 
            Personal and social development, well-being and cultural diversity 
            Language, literacy and communication skills 
            Mathematical development 
            Welsh language development 
            Knowledge and understanding of the world 
            Physical development 
            Creative development 
Through play and practical activities the children will be developing their linguistic and 
mathematical skills and learning about themselves, how to interact with others and 
about the world around them. They will be given opportunities to develop their 
concentration and explore and express ideas through creative activities. 
The children are supported in becoming confident, competent and independent 
thinkers and learners 

 

The basic curriculum of Key Stage 2 is built around eleven subject areas.  These 
areas are Religious Education and the ten National Curriculum subjects (the core 
subjects – English, Welsh, mathematics and science – and the foundation subjects – 
art, design and technology, geography, history, music, and physical education).  
Information technology is used in many areas of the curriculum. 

We have high expectations of our pupils, and encourage them to have high 
expectations of themselves, so that they can achieve the standards of work of which 
they are capable.  Our procedures for assessing and recording pupils‘ progress 
provide evidence of their achievement. 

 

 

 

 



Language  

Language is the medium through which we think and communicate with others, so 
English and Welsh must have a central place in the curriculum.  Pupils‘ knowledge of 
the vocabulary and grammar of English and Welsh is developed through reading, 
writing, speaking and listening.  

Our programme is designed to develop pupils‘ abilities to communicate effectively in 
speech and writing, and enable them to be enthusiastic, responsive and 
knowledgeable readers, so that they can speak, write and read English and Welsh 
fluently and accurately. 

Welsh is taught as a second language to all classes, conforming to the National 
Curriculum. Incidental activities such as collective worship, singing, concerts etc. using 
Welsh, do occur. 

The school will strive to create a Welsh ethos so that a positive approach regarding 
Welsh and Welshness will be encouraged. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics 
The development of mathematical thinking is crucial to children‘s overall personal and 
intellectual development.  Their growing understanding of structure, pattern and 
relationships helps them to think logically in tackling mathematical problems, to apply 
their knowledge to everyday experiences, and to employ it as a tool for extending 
learning skills. 

Confidence in mathematics comes both from understanding the processes involved 
and from learning basic facts such as number bonds and multiplication tables. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Science 
The aim of primary science is to help children develop enquiring minds and an 
understanding of how to approach and explore situations in a scientific way, whilst at 
the same time building up an increasing store of scientific knowledge.  

We encourage them to ask questions, and to set about finding the answers through 
practical investigation.  The activities involve making predictions, designing and 
performing experiments, making careful observations, recording accurately, 
interpreting the results critically, looking for patterns and relationships, and drawing 
conclusions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Design and Technology 
When providing Design and Technology experiences, the intention of the school is that  
pupils have an opportunity to follow a structured programme that presents design and 
making skills as well as information and relevant understanding.  Similar experiences 
will give pupils an opportunity to work and think independently as well as being part 
and contributing to group and teamwork.  Every effort is made to ensure that pupils 
enjoy experiences associated with Design and Technology. 

Information Technology 

We have a range of equipment from electronic calculators and tape recorders to 
electronic keyboards and a video camcorder; there are computers in each classroom 
and i-Pads, which are used by all the pupils, who make use of databases, word-
processors and desktop publishing in the course of their work.  We also have a 
dedicated ICT suite where pupils receive a lesson at least once a week. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



History 
Our History Curriculum aims to develop an enjoyment, interest and enthusiasm for 
learning about the past.  The children are taught to distinguish between facts and 
opinions and are encouraged to look for evidence on which to base their 
interpretations and conclusions.  The children are trained to use the skills of historical 
inquiry.  They are helped to develop a sense of chronology and to learn about changes 
in everyday life over long periods.  They have opportunities to investigate local history 
and to learn about the past from a range of sources of information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Geography 
Pupils develop their skills, knowledge and understanding through geographical 
enquiries across a widening range of scales based on fieldwork and classroom 
activities.  

As they progress through the school, they increasingly broaden and deepen their 
knowledge and understanding of places and themes, identify and describe 
geographical features and conditions using simple instruments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Physical Education 
Physical education, including swimming, is an integral part of the curriculum, through 
which pupils learn to develop their motor skills, control and co-ordination.  The six 
areas of P.E. outlined in the National Curriculum are games (including competitive 
team games), gymnastic activities, dance, athletic activities and swimming.  All 
children require a change of clothing, including a change of footwear, for P.E and 
games lessons.  We have a specialist PE teacher who teaches every class throughout 
the school and arranges various sporting activities.  

Physical Education plays a vital role in Ysgol Porth y Felin. In our search for 
excellence and in the development of the individual, it provides a unique opportunity to 
develop a wide range of skills and further develop the whole person.  
Sport is a strength of our school. Children are not only provided with a rich and diverse 
range of physical activities in line with the National Curriculum, but also given 
additional opportunities to take part in a whole range of activities to further develop 
individual talent and personal interest.  
These include rugby, football, netball, athletics, cross country, cycling, dance and 
gymnastics. Quality coaching enabling children to become better at learning, refining 
skills and achieving their true potential is also provided by outside agencies e.g. 
tennis. 
High standards in teaching and learning and excellent support from extra-curricular 
coaching has impacted on sporting achievement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art and Craft 

Pupils are encouraged to develop their creative, imaginative and practical skills 
through a balanced programme of art, craft and design activities, which extend their 
understanding of how ideas and feelings can be communicated in visual form.  They 
are taught about different kinds of art in different periods, cultures and traditions and 
about the work of influential artists.  They learn to apply their knowledge to their own 
work. 

 



Music 
The music curriculum aims to foster an understanding and enjoyment of many styles 
of music.  Children are required to listen, compose and perform.  

All pupils from Year 3 onwards learn to play the recorder as part of the curriculum.  
(Current Health & Safety advice means that, for health reasons, children must have 
their own recorders). 

The school is able to arrange additional teaching sessions with visiting teachers that 
provide expert tuition in a wide range of instruments.  There is normally a charge for 
these lessons. 

 

 

 

Religious Education and Collective Worship 
Ysgol Porth Y Felin is a Church in Wales Voluntary Controlled School.  We teach what 
is known as the "Agreed Syllabus" produced by the local SACRE (Standing Advisory 
Council for Religious Education).  The syllabus is non-denominational.  The emphasis 
is on care and consideration for others, and understanding of religious beliefs. 
 

We regard times when the school meets together to worship as an extremely 
important part of our curriculum, offering a time for celebration, reflection, sharing and 
caring for us all. The Vicar of St. Mary’s Church is a frequent visitor to the school and 
regularly takes part in assemblies. The children visit the Church to celebrate the major 
Christian Festivals and for end of term services. 
 
On two days each week, the whole school joins in an act of worship led by the staff or 
the children.  On other days, Worship may take place in class or Key Stage groups.  
We also hold special services in church at the end of term and during certain festivals.  
Parents wishing to exercise their legal right to withdraw their children from 
Religious Education, or from any act of Collective Worship, should put this in 
writing to the Headteacher.  Every effort will be made by the staff to provide an 
alternative lesson or activity but this cannot be guaranteed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Additional Learning Needs 
 

All children in the school, including those with special educational needs, have access 
to the full range of subjects taught.  Every child follows a programme of study which is 
balanced, relevant and planned so that the individual’s potential is fulfilled - the staff at 
this school work very hard to achieve this aim.  Children who have difficulty in one or 
more subject areas will follow learning programmes that have been designed to meet 
their individual needs.  Parents are invited to the school to discuss these programmes 
with the class teacher or Special Needs Co-Coordinator.  If these programmes do not 
seem to enable the child to make the expected level of progress the school may invite 
a member of the Area Support Team to visit the school to carry out a more detailed 
assessment.  Parents are always informed if the rate of the child’s progress is giving 
cause for concern. 

Mr J Steer is Governor responsible for Additional Learning Needs (ALN). 
The school’s ALN policy conforms to the ‘Code of Practice in Identifying and 
Assessing Special Educational Needs’. A list of children at different stages of the Code 
of Practice is maintained and personal programmes are prepared for each child; we 
regularly screen and assess the pupils in order to ensure that our provision matches 
their needs. 
Our ALN Co-ordinator is Mrs Angharad Sherrington and she is responsible for 
overseeing provision in consultation with the ALN Department of the Local Authority, 
All ALN pupils are successfully integrated into our mainstream classes supported by 
Individual Learning Plans. 
The school is also host to an ALN Unit which provides for children from other schools 
within the Education Authority.  
 

More Able and Talented Pupils 
 
More Able and Talented Pupils are identified by Class Teachers as a result of 
assessments and observations. 
Gifted and Talented Pupils learning is extended by being provided with additional work 
in smaller groups or individually. They are encouraged to research topics 
independently. The school also co-operates with other schools to offer broader 
learning experiences for these pupils. 
 

Looked After Children 
 

The Headteacher is the member of staff designated as having responsibility for 
promoting the educational achievement of looked after children and as such reviews 
and coordinates their personal education plans providing a central point of contact for 
all professionals working with each looked-after child. 

Sex Education 

The school’s policy on Sex Education reflects the LEA’s Policy and Guidelines for a 
maintained school. Within this context the following policy is adopted by the school. In 
the Foundation Phase all members of staff are involved in answering honestly and 



appropriately, children’s questions about reproduction which arise naturally from the 
children’s experience, e.g.mum expecting a baby, curriculum visits to places such as 
farms etc., to see baby animals. In addition SRE is provided in the context of keeping 
children safe e.g. teaching them to recognise the difference between appropriate and 
inappropriate touching. 
Some junior children may need guidance in preparation for puberty. To cater for this, 
children in year 6 follow a program of SRE, which prepares them for the physical and 
emotional changes as they grow up. Further advice and information is given to 
individual children should the need arise and this is supported by the school nurse. 
Advice and information is given to individual children should the need arise. Parents 
are notified well in advance about the program and are given the opportunity of 
withdrawing their children from participating in the viewing, if they so wish. 
 

 


